Carson City GSA Memorabilia
By Mitchell Yee
H#RM-0147

Introduction
An interesting way to enhance any Carson City mint coin collection,
especially the classic Morgan dollar series, is the addition of
memorabilia materials that build context and depth. For example,
the classic US commemorative coin collector has the opportunity to
add a wide range of materials such as official order forms or official

holders and mailers.

T mat dalivessd i 1 duys resurs s

SAN
BAY BRIDGE CELEBRATION
Ropms 613 - 615 Market Strves
SAN FRANCISCO

Edmard C. Deny,
745 Crescant Avenue,

Buffalo, N. Y.

(Bay Bridge commemorative half dollar holder.)

46



i.

The Norfolk Commémarative Half Dollar

) (Mee Bill introduced i Conpress an ?’wér &, rpgr—Im the Fevwate by The Homorable
i Carter Glass aud i the Howar by Bhe Nonorable Norman R. flamilion,
Secoud [Mstriit of Firginia)

ERE A, W

b U ore sade of the csin will sapprar the official seal of 3 b, The proe which will be sslcd bor the Neorfollh Ui
rhe Cicy of Moakole, Ok ahe other side & o miziamme rgpeo. wwermcrative Dlald Dhollar will be 150 o gach colp, prhis Blsen
dhcton of the Notfll Mace. . The Maon wax prysnoed. o cemts (of the irse ooin on the oeber amd five conks for sach

Morfolle whes 18 wan o bormigh=—m 1753, by Licatcnant whditianal over, b torer postagr, msranoe s honding.
Crovernor Dinwiddg, a5 s soken of his oxteens for the bosough.

The Muoe i sme ol Norfolk's gresneor hianark reasores and
Peiur ol i bz wmly ooy b the Umsted Saates wich & bace,

& The issue will by for 20,000 coms from owg ming
prerbages the Philadelphia Ming

4 Testative sk e sow brisg boocirol sail will b
filles] o oo busss of “first coume, firss served, " wich proforence
Inhng grwen 1 sndeny wih oach, cernifed checks of mossy
wfdgre,

4. Fovery pumsihle effors will he made to invere that coims
will T diseritited e privare collectors raiher than desbers
e mussmum bimet of Any ofe ofdes e Ay one perms s
sweniy {90} coiny

6. Net procesds from the sl of con will b wed 8o
dafray the expemses f Sorfalk Anniveraries Yoar Program.

T, Willaem Marks Simpacn, o sarve son of Norfolk amd
v [recror for Rineharr Schood of Soubprure, Raltimone,
S, prepared ssd enerutel the designs mmd madels for ke
Moriolk Hali [ollar,

B, Tt i bechoved tae cona will be ready for dlaerasanion
by mot later then March 25, 1937

4, All comavanications from soin collectors with rogand
po dhee Baowipll Hall Tholar and to whch an areser s o3-
pecoed shoukd contain perags m rover mich reply

(Norfolk commemorative half dollar application.)

Carson City mint coin collectors are fortunate when compared to
collectors of other series of US coins because of the fabled General
Services Administration (GSA) sales of Morgan dollars in the 1970s
and the prodigious advertising and publicity efforts used to ensure

the disbursement of over 2 million coins.

The history of the fabled GSA horde of “CC” Morgan dollars
and subsequent auction sales have been documented clsewhere
(references #1 and #2 at the end of article). The intent of this
article is to catalog known GSA marketing materials and perhaps
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to inspire other collectors to bring to light other GSA materials not
seen previously. An estimate of the relative scarcity of the forms
appears by each type gleaned from monitoring on-line auctions
and bourse sales. However, given the vast quantity of forms that
were distributed, these estimates might be more correctly stated as
guesstimates.

Form and Appearance

The early US commemorative coin memorabilia involved almost
every conceivable form and shape for order forms, mailers, holders
and accessory materials because virtually every issue had its own
charter to sell coins. However, GSA auction materials had a similar
format and appearance. Almost all of the GSA auction sales
materials were printed on 8 2 inch by 11 inch (letter) paper, with
three folds. printed on both sides and with quarter-toned color or
black and white photographs.

Coins were encased in either a hard acrylic sonically welded

case (the first slab) or a sealed soft Mylar package, depending on
the mintmark or condition of the coin. If the dollar was a “CC”
mintmarked coin in Uncirculated condition in the hard package, an
imprinted certificate accompanied the coin. In the upper right hand
of the certificate, a long number was imprinted with the first two
digits denoting the date of the coin.
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(1880-CC GSA certificate #80000785.)

For example, the card appearing in the photo above contains the
number 80000785, denoting the 785™ coin dated 1880. Surprising
to many established dealers and collectors, GSA cards recently have
become collectible, with the cards for the 1879, 1890 and 1891 dates
the most valued.

Brochures
The first phase of the GSA sales by mail auction was launched in
1972. Prospective bidders received a brochure proclaiming “The
Great Silver Sale” in late November. This form heralded the sale of
the 1882, 1883 and 1884-CC Morgan dollars at a minimum accepted
price of $30. This form is scarce but will more often appear without
the bid tear-off portion at the bottom. Complete forms are prized

and worth at least twice as much as incomplete forms.
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(““Great Silver Sale” brochure, front and back)

The grand sale of GSA dollars was launched with the tri-fold color
brochure with a front logo boldly proclaiming “The Coins That
Jesse James Never Got!” superimposed on a color photograph of a
large number of silver dollars.
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(*The Coins Jesse James Never Got” GSA literature, both sides)

This sale marked a significant event in the GSA sales with the first
sales of the better dates of 1878, 1890 and 1891 in accompaniment
with the mixed-all categories of Circulated and Uncirculated but not
meeting GSA quality standards (i.e. toned, tarnished or just different
looking) Morgan dollars.

The next series of sales for GSA dollars started in October 1973
with a tri-fold auction form with the threc dates 1880, 1881 and
1885 appearing on the front portion.
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(1880-CC, 1881-CC, 1885-CC tri-fold auction form)

In early 1974, the fabled 1879-CC auction commenced with an 8-

inch by 3.5 inch postcard inviting prospective bidders.

VEIy scarcc.
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(Auction cards for 1879-CC GSA silver dollars)

In mid-1974. the next round of GSA sales was announced with a
multi-colored tri-fold brochure heralding “The Last of a Legacy™.
This brochure is the most common GSA form found in today’s
market. This sale was a major attempt to sell out the remaining
“CC” dollars. However, at this time, the market was essentially
saturated; and following this auction, sales were suspended until a
consensus could be developed on how to liquidate the final portion
of the horde.
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(*“Last of A Legacy” order and information form, three views.)

The final phase of the GSA sales was heralded in February 1980
with a highly detailed form that described a convoluted order
process in a time when the price of spot silver was highly volatile
due to the market manipulations of the Hunt brothers. This form is
surprisingly scarce.
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(Form from final phase of GSA sales in 1980.)

The Minors
Minor GSA collectibles include official correspondence, bid
acknowledgement postcards, award certificates, and official

envelopes. Here’s a sampling:

(Bid form from 1973 GSA.)
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(Carson City Mint silver dollar sack, 1884)
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This video produced in 1971 and re-released to the public in 1998 is
a short VHS video documenting the history of the coins and includes
film produced during the handling of the GSA Morgan dollar horde
in the 1970s.

What’s Missing
A regrettable hole in this collection is the dearth of bid forms, either
completed or unused. These forms were imprinted with a customer
number and the name of the prospective bidder by the GSA.

58



Finding and Buying Memorabilia

Despite the millions of forms that were mailed out in the 1970s,
today’s strong prices have not brought large quantities of forms out
into the open market. Nevertheless, one should not be surprised
with the appearance of forms in quantity if today’s strong prices
continue. The bourse floor is always a good forum to start the hunt.
There are several dealers who appreciate GSA dollars and maintain
a stock. Other possible venues are the Web based auction sites such
as eBay, Heritage, Teletrade and Yahoo auctions. Although the
appearance of GSA memorabilia is infrequent, when they do appear,
eBay has been the site of choice.

GSA Memorabilia is not immune to the whims of a market place that
prizes condition and originality. In short, prices arc substantially
higher for intact forms without any detracting features such as

stains, writing, folds, or tears.

Human nature is inevitably reflected in all activities where people
from all crosswalks of life are involved and even esoteric pastimes
such as coin collecting are not exempt. Like their numismatic
brethren, counterfeits exist for GSA brochures. The most often
copied brochure is the “Last of a Legacy” color brochure. It is
possible, but difficult, to distinguish counterfeits from their originals.
In the 1970s, color printing technology was much different than
today’s 21st century printers.

Personal Reflections, With Thanks
I am fortunate to have a semi-packrat father. During the GSA sales,
he was certainly much smarter than 1 when it came to carefully
documenting his efforts for each auction. Because the GSA
encouraged bidding by multiple members in a household (remember,
they had a lot of silver dollars to get rid of), he requested multiple
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copies of order forms. More importantly, he kept the unused
forms. In the mid-1980s, 1 had started my US commemorative
memorabilia collection. During one of the times when | was sharing
that collection with him (probably in the early 1990s), he pulled out
his folder of GSA materials and wondered if the contents would
be interesting to anyone. You could imagine the dope-slap I gave
myself with the words of that great philosopher Homer Simpson,
“DOHHH!™

(Images from author’s personal collection.)

About the author:

I’ve been a long time dollar and early commemorative collector.
After building and selling a substantial toned commemorative coin
and memorabilia collection, I'm rebuilding my neglected GSA
collection with Deep Mirror Prooflikes. Got DMPLs? Send them
my way!
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